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experience. More emphasis, however, should be laid on the larger 
appreciation of New Testament ideals made possible by the history of 
their development in the Old Testament. 

Taken together, these addresses form a clear, unified, and luminous 
statement of the Christian point of view. 

E. A. Hanley. 
East End Avenue Baptist Church, 
Cleveland, O. 



Commentaar op het Evangelie van Johannes : By Professor J. M. 
S. Baljon. Utrecht: J. Van Boekhoven, 1902. Pp. 343. 

Dr. Baljon is one of Europe's most prolific authors. His Novum 
Testamentum Graece was issued in 1898. The next year he sent to 
press a notable lexicon of biblical and patristic Greek. The year 1900 
saw the publication of his Commentary on Matthew, and in 1901 was 
issued his history of the New Testament books. His Commentary on 
John was issued last October, and in its preface he expresses the hope 
that his Commentary on Acts will be published this year. 

His Commentary on John has the same characteristics as that on 
Matthew. In the field of grammatical interpretation the author is a 
master, while thorough acquaintance with the Greek text and its various 
readings is frequently seen. A study of the gospel of John particularly 
requires an extended and exact discussion of the meaning of the most 
important terms, such as Adyos, <rap£, £<oij, <f>m<s, and /noi/oyei/i/s. Dr. 
Baljon's discussion of Adyos is good, but the book leaves much to be 
desired in this respect. 

Moreover, the problems of date, composition, and authorship are 
not discussed ; yet the gospel of John above all requires the settlement 
of these historical questions before interpretation can be made. It is 
little satisfaction to the reader of this book that the author's New 
Testament Introduction has handled this subject. Then, too, such mat- 
ters as the year of the cleansing of the temple, the feast of John 5:1, 
the scene of Jesus' ministry, the announcement of his messiahship, the 
length of his ministry, and the day of his crucifixion, are not treated. 
Again, more reference might have been made to the peculiarities of 
John — his choice of unqualified statements, his fondness for making 
contrasts, and his didactic use of events. 

The author's exegesis is always scholarly and able. With the 
allegorizing processes of H. J. Holtzmann and J. R. Van Eerde he has 
no sympathy. He realizes the want of historical order in the gospel, 
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but does not attempt any rearrangement ; he does not feel attracted by 
the hypotheses of Wendt, Spitta, and Bacon. The inconsistencies 
between John's gospel and the synoptics are clearly stated, not magni- 
fied, and his inability to harmonize them is candidly acknowledged. 

The book is not burdened with homiletical suggestions, nor with 
refutations of interpretations which the author regards as erroneous. 
He is in sympathy with the spirit of the gospel, and reverently recog- 
nizes that spiritual things need spiritual men to interpret them. The 
style of the book is clear, and his translation of the gospel into Dutch 
is good. Van Eerde, Kreyenbiihl, B. Weiss, Wendt, and H. J. Holtz- 
mann are scholars to whose writings he frequently refers; yet his book 
is not a recast of other people's opinions, but is distinctly an original 
contribution to the literature upon John. 



G. D. Heuver. 



Wenona, III. 



The Revelation of the Holy Spirit. By J. E. C. Welldon, D.D. 
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1902. Pp. 384. $1.75. 

Of the great subjects of Christian theology, few exceed in import- 
ance, and are at the same time more difficult to deal with satisfactorily, 
than the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. We approach a new book on 
this subject with the critical appetite whetted, ready to be severe and 
uncompromising should the author fail to give satisfaction as to 
both methods and results. For though many have felt themselves 
called, few seem to have been chosen to deal with this theme. It is a 
pleasure to be able to say that Bishop Welldon has given us a good 
book — not a great book, but an honest, thoughtful, and helpful treat- 
ment of this important topic. The method is historical, the first three 
chapters dealing with the revelation of the Holy Spirit in the Old Tes- 
tament, in Jesus' teachings, and in the apostolic writings. The teach- 
ing of the apostolic fathers is briefly discussed, and then, but also 
briefly, the doctrine of the Spirit in the ecumenical creeds. The last 
chapter, including nearly one third of the whole book, deals with the 
revelation of the Spirit in history. Practically, there are but two main 
divisions to the work ; the discussion of the biblical doctrine and the 
chapter on the Spirit's revelation in Christian history. This is quite 
justifiable, for the teaching of the apostolic fathers added nothing of 
importance to the New Testament doctrine, and the declarations of the 
first creeds were on this point brief and little more than mere registers 
of current opinion. 



